
Letting Your 
Voice Be 
Heard!
Testifying  Before 
Governmental Bodies
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2023 Oregon Public Meetings  
State Agencies, Boards and Commissions (ABC) 

and Education Service Districts (ESD)

https://data.oregon.gov/Administrative/2020-Oregon-Public-
Meetings/p8i3-hacx 

(Search for “Public 
Meetings Oregon”)
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Oregon Legislative 
Information System (OLIS)

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/
2023R1 
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Yes, your voice 
matters 

•Committee members 
•Reporters 
•Audience 
•POTENTIAL ALLIES
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PREPARE 
YOURSELF

•Write  
• Introduce: Who you are 

•Why you’re there 

•Most important  
• End with request 

•Practice / Time
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MAKE IT 
PERSONAL

YOUR JOB 

YOUR HOME 

YOUR FAMILY 

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD 

YOUR SAFETY 

YOUR KID’S FUTURE 
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READY, SET 
GO!

•Grooming / looking the 
part 
•Arrive early 
• Sign ONLINE 1/2 BEFORE 

(this is NEW!)

11



READY, 
SET….WAIT… 
WHERE’S THE 
PARKING AND 
THE DOOR?
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t 
•Committee members 
•Reporters 
•Audience 
•POTENTIAL ALLIES
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PROTOCOL

• Sign in 1/2 hr BEFORE 
• Address the chair (Mr / Madame 

Chair)  
• Briefly thank 
• Testify 
•Mind your time 
• Ask if there are questions 
• Respond to Questions  
• Address chair then member 

asking
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PROTOCOL • Leave camera off when not talking 
• Don’t be this guy 

• Address the chair (Mr / Madame Chair) 
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GROUP PRACTICE 
SCENARIOS

• DECIDE ON AN IMAGINARY BILL -- COMPLETE 
WITH BILL NUMBER 

• CONSTRUCT YOUR SHORT TESTIMONY (KEEP 
TO 90 SECONDS) 

• TAKE TURNS in the following roles:  
• 1) One will be a citizen testifying (uses 

protocols, intro of self and why support/
oppose, requests action) 
• 2) One will be a board chair (assists the 

citizen) 
• 3) One or more will be another member of 

the board (keeps time, asks a question, 
assists) 

• 4) SWITCH ROLES until all have testified 
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GO FORTH AND 
CHANGE THE WORLD!
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